Inequalities in breast and cervical cancer screening among urban Mexican women.
To examine the equity of screening for breast and cervical cancer among women aged 50 and over living in Mexico City according to the Andersen behavioural model. Logistic regressions were used to analyze the associations of predisposing factors, enabling resources and health needs with mammography and Pap testing among 1323 women aged 50 and over living in Mexico City. The data were taken from SABE, a survey conducted in Latin American and Caribbean cities in 1999-2000. Referring to the previous two years, use of mammography was less frequent (14.8%) than Pap testing (53.7%). Higher education and having private health insurance were associated with receiving both procedures. Being married was associated with receipt of Pap testing, while being unmarried was associated with mammography. Younger women were more likely to receive a Pap test. Other cancer prevention behaviours were strong predictors of mammography and Pap test use. There are inequities in access to cancer screening services among women aged 50 and over in Mexico. Cancer prevention programs need to implement strategies that guarantee free and accessible services independently of social conditions or type of health insurance. The observed clustering of screening services suggests that packaging screening programs for gynaecological cancer could be used to increase coverage.